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NOTES

impending expansion of Northampton during the
recent past, has revealed dispersed rural settlements
of roman date (e.g. Williams, 1974) and the suggest-
ion of extensive Roman activity throughout the
vicinity (Hunter & Mynard, 1977), with sites perhaps
1ess than one kilometre apart (R.C.H.M., 1985). The
findings from the golf course redevelopment site
would appear to reinforce this notion. Similarly, with
regard to the flint assemblage, which further adds to
the idea of localised 'intensity' of prehistoric activity
upon the outcrop of the Northampton Sand.

In future, it is recommended that rather more
explicit attention should be directed towards the
recovery of additional infonnation of this sort, as the
few remaining, longstanding 'open spaces' within
the expanded townscape, in turn, become available
for examination via redevelopment.
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JEFFREY BEST

Area Project. The proposed development at Grange
Farm Stanwick prompted an archaeological investig-
ation of the site carried out under the guidance of
Northamptonshire Heritage. The 0.5 hectare devel-
opment area is situated on the south side of Grange
Road within the former farmyard (NGR SP9816-
71 13). The investigation took the form of four trenches
and was carried out in October and November 1997.

The work carried out during the Raunds Area
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NOTES

Project has suggested that the village originated in the
late Saxon period and had two distinct foci centred on
the two main streets, both of which had an east-west
axis. The more southerly of these is thought to run
along Grange Road, the High Street and as a green
lane, through Hall Farm. The Northamptonshire Sites
and Monuments Record includes a number of entries
relating to the late Saxon and medieval periods for this
area. Fieldwalking some 200 metres to the east of the
site has revealed distributions of pottery from both
periods suggestive of an early street frontage. A num-
ber of postholes, pits and ditches associated with late
Saxon pottery were previously discovered immed-
iately to the west in the area now occupied by Grange-
wick Farmhouse. Although a few sherds of medieval
pottery were recovered from the topsoil in this area, it
has been suggested that this part of the street frontage

was already unoccupied by the 12th century.
Three of the trenches were I .6m wide and varied

from 25m to 45m in length: the fourth measured 14m
by 6.5m. They revealed that the majority of the site
had been truncated by previous constructions.
Despite this, one trench contained two shallow,

ROMAN IRONWORKING AT LAXTON

Further evidence of the scale of Roman iron
smelting was revealed in November 1998 at a site
on the A43 between Bulwick and Duddington. The
site was first revealed when a bend in the A 43 was
straightened in 1985. At this time, a row of except-
ionally large Roman iron smelting furnaces were
recorded crossing the new carriageway as well as
the foundations of buildings and a cemetery made
up of approximately 100 graves. In 1985 there was
only time to excavate two furnaces. A third, event-
ually incorporated into the restored verge, was the
subject of the recent excavations. The furnaces
were around I .5m in diameter, which is far larger
than similar structures of this period found in this
country. They were built in a pit and almost cert-
ainly had a tall shaft or chimney built above ground
level. The row of furnaces was situated on the side
of a small valley and the scale of the work was such

undated features: a pit and a gully. It is likely that
these had been truncated by levelling associated with
the concreting of the farmyard. The eastern part of
the development area was not as truncated and con-
tained four well-preserved archaeological features
comprising a pair of postholes and two gullies.
Unfortunately only the most easterly of the gullies
contained pottery and is tentatively dated to the 12th
century. This gully may have been a property
boundary in the backlands of dwellings fronting the
south side of Grange Road. If so, it's presence may
indicate continued occupation of half of this part of
the street into the 12th century. A single sherd of
14th century pottery was recovered from the spoil in
this area. The other gully was in almost direct
alignment with one of the present boundaries
immediately to the north, which separates the rear
plots of a row of cottages fronting Grange Road. A
full report of the investigation has been lodged with
the Northamptonshire Sites and Monuments Record.

M. JOHN SAUNDERS

that the whole of the valley below was filled with
slag and furnace debris. Because of the huge
quantity present, experts who first saw the slag sug-
gested it must have come from the modern iron-
workings at Corby.

The 1998 excavation was chiefly carried out by
members of the county archaeological societies and
organised by Dennis Jackson, who undertook the
1985 excavation. Peter Crew who is the archaeo-
logist for Snowdonia National Park and an internat-
ionally known specialist on early iron production
directed it. Mr Crew identified the site as being of
national, if not international importance and stated
that it can only be compared to a handful of Europ-
ean sites, Help for the excavation was given by North-

amptonshire Archaeology and especially Anglian
Water Services Ltd, who were carrying out pipeline
work in the area.

DENNIS JACKSON
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