ARCHABOLOHGIT AT, NOTES

remains uncertain, Often they are cited as evidence for
inereased population pressure and a growth in territorialism,
Population growth during the later [ron Age was a common
feature within the modern county of Lincolnshire (May 19843,

Up ta fourteen major sctrlements, cach with origing
prahably in the late seeond ar frst cenourics BC have been
identificd within the tribal terrilery of the Corlcliaeyi, with
concentralions i the lower reaches of Lhe upland Lincolislare
limestone and chalk wolds, Up to eghl major late oo Age
seltlements e between the Humber and Thistleton, within the
Jurassic uplands, Tn this same area there are large numbers of
native or peasant-type enclosures, many of which may have
their origing in the pre-conguest period., Two enclosures which
were recently excavared in the parizh of Tackthorn (Palmer
Brown and Pield, napnblizhed) produced lare Iran Ape
material and one appearad 10 e adjacent rooa more exrensive
sertlement of unknown size.

Increasingly, Aeldwork 1 veridving che signiflicance arcachal
o the lmmestone uplands as g sellerent zone during the Tater
lron Ape. This apparenl geowaphical preference migh
explain the emergence of the wiple lnear ditch aystem, which
appears Lo respect, in broad terms, the Jurassic Wae,
fluctuating between the 5 — 40m comour lines, Given thal
ihere is clear evidence to suppart the notion of widespraad
population growth during the later Iron Age over imuch of
lorwland England, we might envisage the wiple ditch svarent as
a further expression of territorialisny, this tme in the contex
ol land management in an area which was clearly artracizve
e rhe econamic and social base on which saome Ime prebisionie
communities depended

It would he desirahle o antach @ firmer date o the
foundanon of these earthworks 1o determiine wherher ar no
rhey woere constructed during the Laes phases of (he pre-
Roman lron Ape, o tme when darge necleated seltbermens e
Dragonby, Old Sleaford and Lionceln make their fios
appearance in the archasological record. With the Lincaln
eastern bypass now at an advanced stage in the planning
process, it may be possible to excavate turther sections as the
proposed rouce should imtercept the ditches in the parish ol
Greetwell, south of the two sites already excavated. Renewedl
acrial reconnaizssance might atso add sipgnificantly o the
existing landscape record.,
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RIBY CROSSROADS
Ken Steedman

Exeavations were carried out in July 1991 by the Howmberside
Archacolosy Lnit in advance of the construction of a seciion
of pas pipeline, A 300m lensth of the easement was examined
in detail following siripping of topsoil.

Thongh virmually no tearuees could be assigned a prehistaric
date, Mrapmemis of worked fline, twa Larly Bronee Aee
beakers anmd quantities of ronze Age or early [ron Ase
pottery were reeovorod eirther on the surlace of the natural
sand or residual in later festores. Similarly, the small number
of unstratilied and residual Komano-Hirrish potrery sherds
indicates some vceapation in the vicinity during the second
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and early third centuries, but there were no leatures which
could safely be assigned 1o this period,

The bulk of the recorded featurcs were remaing of &
substantial Middle Sason rural selllement, with numerons
field and enclosure ditches, and sparse elements of possible
post-built and sunken-featured buildings. Although Early
Saxon pottery wis present in some gquantities, il was alimost
invariably lound in the company of later types. The
settlement, or ai least the part sampled, seems to have fallen
anar af nee by the mid ninty century. Ditches were allowed (o
sile np, and alt fearures became sealed bencath o laver of dagk
sarnl.

The site produced 3 large assemblage of finds including
potrery, hone combs, mealwork (e ron arrosleads,
decorated pns and a larpe lead vessel) and animal bone,

A NOTE ON FINIY FROM AN ARCHAEQLOGICAL
EYALUATION AT UFFINGTON, NEAR STAMEFORID.
LINCOLNSHIME

steve Ford aod Melanie Tal

A atchavsdogical evalumion was carvied out by Thames
Vallew  Archaeolopical Services on the Liffingtan estae,
Uffingron, Stamlord in advanee of g proposed poll course
development, The sile Hes Tus o he esst of Stamford and
includes part of e Nocdpluin and valley side of the river
Welland (TF Q580730 The carlivsl deposita recoversd were
several hearths associaled with backed hlades and a smail
araunt of other Mesolithie Hintwork bawied beneath 1oam o
allusium on the Welland floodploin (TF B5T070) Two flin
seatters were also found during fieldwalkio, one el which i
rentatively of Mesolithic date (TF 057073,

Apit was located which conlained o Grimsion sivle haw!
CET 06072, This is treated more Tully oo separaic nore
iTimby and LaPuente, pp6G-68), A broken, lupe possinlo
leal-shaped arpowhead was also found during feldwalking. A
second fline searter was located during fieldwalking (TF
UE1075), probahby of later Mealithic or Bronze Age date, A
broken rewarked palished axe made of a nen-local brows
cliert wus alao found, A few residual Pakes and sherds of
Meolithic/Bronze Age dare were Faund in an isolated pil ol
late fron Apesearly Roman dare (U1 DSR072).

In addinion ta this isalated pit, a major concentralion of laie
[rom Agedearly Homan date was Tound (TF 063072} and
probuhly represents a ditched, enclosed setllement site, Several
ditches were disenvered elsewhere within the proposal area,
some 0 which confained potrery of this date, but it s unclea
i i s restidoal emalerial,

Ananhumation cemetery comprising at least three graves
wits Tound (1T 0621720 Littke dating evidence was revovereed
bul z fow sherds of late lran Age or early medieval date came
Cram the upper levels of one erave.

Three clusters of poitery were found during Tieldwalking
CUTPNS307FLT 058076, T 052076). Trenching in the viciniy
of the larter cluster located several Dealures of medieval dare
Anarher pir of medicval date was localed close wo the site of
thie ald manor hotse (TT 062073).

A large ditch, Lo shaped 0 plan was obaerved close 10 1he
rvar Ciwash (T 039075) 1 was not Tercther investizated, I
may e g medieval moated site althowgh the area around has
seen considerable disturbance due to constouction of the
Welland canal, Some upstanding ridee and Currove and
possible coffivation ferraces (TT 057072 were also ohserved.

A tull report of the evaluation is with the County Sires and
honuments Record.



